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local demands, the home market was restricted. Hence the demand
for goods grew slowly, although steadily. Finally, serfdom prevented
the free accumulation of capital available for investment in industry.
And without a constant influx of capital, industry could not develop.
Mass Movement in the First Quarter of the 19th Century. The
demand for corn on the home and foreign markets stimulated an in.
crease in the cultivation of marketable corn, which the landlords en-
deavoured to accomplish by intensifying the exploitation of their serfs.
They increased the barshchina to 5 and 6 days per week and raised the
obrok to 75 rubles per household. The peasants rebelled at the intensi-
fied exploitation. The landlords brutally quelled the rebels with armed
force. The biggest uprising took place on the Don in 1820 and
spread throughout the Don region and the adjoining districts of the
Ekaterinoslav gubernia. This uprising was an expression of protest
against the attempt of landlord-officials to enthrall the peasants who had
migrated to the Don area from other parts of Russia and settled on
the vacant lands, and regarded themselves as freemen, The uprising
was crushed by armed force.

The mass movement was particularly wide in the Urals indus-
trial regions, notably at Kyshtym, where the workers and peasants re-
volted against deferred wage payments and the high price of bread in
the factory stores. The workers of the adjacent area of Ufalei joined
the Kyshtym workers. The rebels chose Klimenti Kosolapov, a Kysh-
tym worker, as their leader. Troops were sent to put down the Kyshtym
and Ufalei workers. Kosolapov and his 12 associates were seized and
brought to Ekaterinburg. The workers were flogged.

Unrest was rife in the army as well. Military service lasted for a
term of twenty-five years. The soldiers were subjected to brutal corpor-
al punishment for the slightest offence. "I'm the country's defender,
but my back is always tender," ran the words of a popular soldier's
song of the time.

Upon, their return home after victory over Napoleon the members
of the popular levy hoped to receive freedom, but the old oppression
by the landlords awaited them instead. "We have shed our blood/9
they complained, "and we are again compelled to sweat on the 'harsh-
china. We have rid our country of a tyrant} and again our master tyran-
nizes us."

The biggest revolt in the army broke out in the Semyonovsky
Guards Regiment at St. Petersburg in October 1820. It was provoked
by the brutal treatment of the soldiers by Regimental Commander
Schwarz, who had established a system of terror intolerable even in
Arakcheyev's times. A company mutinied and was supported by the
whole battalion. The soldiers behaved peaceably, although they had
arms. The rebels of the Semyonovsky Regiment had the sympathies
of the entire garrison. The men, however, lacked leaders and the re*